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- Bright, blinking: umdentxﬁed ﬂy-
'ing objects sighted north of Calga-
| 'y this week were probably nothing
‘more than a Tow _Vénus or Jupiter
sighting an astrondmer says. . :
L “Alot of evxdence seems to point
m that dlrectxoit" -5aid Ryss Samp- -
son, commumty astronomer at the |
Space Scxences Centre ,m Igdmon- :
ton. Ly 3

Monday morning by several RCMP»-
and city police officersa; ... -

..Sampson said a bright object in a
starless sky all by itself tends to
produce an optical illusion. *‘Peo-
ple, when they look at a particular-
ly bright object without any other
reference pomts around it, have a -
tendency to think it’s moving., -
< *“The blinking on and off ... .
well, -once you stick an object as
brlght as Venus or Jupiter close to |
the horizon, all the atmosphere the |
light has to pass through acts as a
lens or prism and can make the ob- |
jects flicker and turn all kinds of
dlfferent colors.”
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